
Chronology of Latin American Military Dictatorships 
 
COUNTRY  REGIME 
Argentina Gen. José Uriburu (1930-1932); Gen. Agustin P. Justo (1932-1938) 
Bolivia Self-coup and "elections" with oversight by military junta (1930-39) 
Brazil   Military junta, then army support of Getulio Vargas (1930-1945) 
Chile   "Socialist republic" run by military (1932) 
Cuba   Sgt. then Col. Fulgencio Batista in "sergeants' coup" (1933) 
Dominican Republic   Gen. Rafael Trujillo (1930-1938; 1942-1952) 
Ecuador Nineteen presidents from 1931 to 1948, none serving a complete term  
El Salvador  Gen. Maximiliano Hernández Martínez (1931-1944) 
Guatemala  Gen. Jorge Ubico (1931-1944) 
Honduras  Gen. Tiburcio Carias Andino (1932-1947) 
Nicaragua  Gen. Anastasio Somoza Garcia (1936-1956) 
Paraguay  2 colonels and 2 generals rule (1931-40) 
Peru   Col. Luis Sanchez Cerro (1931-1933); Gen. Oscar Benavides (1933-1939) 
Uruguay  President Gabriel Terra (1933-1938) 
Venezuela  Gen. Eleazar Lopez Contreras (1935-1941) 
 
Latin American Military Coups and Regimes, 1961-1984 
 
COUNTRY  COUP DATE 
 
El Salvador  January 24, 1961 
Ecuador  November 8, 1961 
Argentina  March 29, 1962 
Peru   July 18, 1962 
Guatemala  March 31, 1963 
Ecuador  July 11, 1963 
Dominican Republic September 25, 1963 
Honduras  October 8, 1963 
Brazil   March 31, 1964 
Bolivia   November 4, 1964 
 

REGIME DATES 
Ecuador  1963-1966; 1972-1978 
Guatemala  1963-1985 
Brazil   1964-1985 
Bolivia   1964-1970; 1971-1982 
Argentina  1966-1973; 1976-1983 
Peru   1968-1980 
Panama  1968-1981 
Honduras  1972-1982 
Chile   1973-1984 
Uruguay  1973-1984 
El Salvador  1948-1984 


