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� France’s main colors are red, 
blue, and white. 

� Two ways to symbolize the 
colors red, blue, and white: 
1. Religiously 
2. Artist viewpoint

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/e/e4/France_Flag_Map.svg/507px-France_Flag_Map.svg.png&imgrefurl=http://lifeexperience.over-blog.com/article-7067766.html&h=520&w=507&sz=28&hl=en&start=11&um=1&tbnid=mHeWB-P4HkPyyM:&tbnh=131&tbnw=128&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dfrench%2Bflag%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den


�France has a history for their passion 
and love of their country. 

�The people have confidence and 
loyalty in the French culture. 

�All of the symbolisms for their flags 
colors go with the idea of their love 
and passion of their country.



Symbolism 
�Religiously: 
� Red symbolizes joy, courage, and confidence 
� Blue symbolizes loyalty, peacefulness 
� White symbolizes purity, cleanliness, and 

innonence 

�From an artist viewpoint: 
� Red symbolizes passion, love, and power 
� Blue symbolizes calmness, power, authority, 

and inspiration 
� White symbolizes softness, and coolness





Analysis 
� During the time that Lascaux was made, there was 
an absence of paints, oils, and colors, so artists 
used red clay to make the red coloring and the 
black was produced from sut and cobalt. 

� The blue is very suttle in the Lascaux paintings.





� As seen in the Medieval painting, the red is on the 
soldier who is on the horse. Red representing 
power may have been used for this particular 
position in authority. 

� The man in the field is not only wearing blue, but 
also white, symbolizing softness and loyalty.
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� This painting has religious symbolism, as well 
as symbolism from an artist viewpoint. 

� The woman with baby has white, red, and 
blue on, completing the idea of joy, softness, 
strength, and love. 

� The baby is naked, which is a symbol of 
innocence, purity,and cleanliness. 
The man holding the book has red wrapped 
around him, symbolizing power.





� In some cases artists did not intentionally 
make a painting with symbolism, but almost 
any painting has a deeper meaning. 

� In earlier times the only colors available 
were red, from clay and black, from sut. 
Blue or indigo came along later in time from 
dyes in leaves and flowers such as lilacs. 

Something to think about…
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� As you journey through the rest of this powerpoint, 
you will notice that although the main colors blue, 
red, and white are no longer the only visible 
colors, they still play a major role in many present 
day paintings. 

� If the colors are not obviously seen, they are base 
colors or have been blended to make other colors 
such as purple. 

A note from the author…
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