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Course Description  
This course covers the basic policies and controversies in criminal justice  in the United States.  It will 
focus primarily on criminal justice policy.  How these policies get made, why they get made, how well 
or poorly they work, and what we can do better.   We will examine primarily longstanding areas of 
policy debates, but we will also pay attention to policy debates in the news.   
 
Readings 
When Brute Force Fails by Mark Kleiman 
Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson 
Reserve Readings (indicated by *) 
The New York Times or The Washington Post on-line 
 
The lectures and the assigned readings are intended to complement one another.  In order to get the 
most out of the lectures it is important that you do the assigned reading prior to the appropriate class 
period.  You should read the Times or Post on-line in order to keep up with major political events 
during the semester, especially as they relate to topics in criminal justice.   
 
Student Learning Outcomes 
By the end of this course, students should be able to… 
1) Explain the political factors shaping criminal justice policy 
2) Evaluate the effectiveness of current policy towards addressing criminal justice policy problems 
3) Apply knowledge from course material to contemporary political debates on related issues 
4) Identify the key issues in major areas of American criminal justice policy 
5) Evaluate major issues in criminal justice policy as they related to issues of race and class in the U.S.   
 
Requirements and Grading 
 Midterm (17.5%) 
 Final Exam (25%) 
 Class Participation (15%) 
 Paper assignment 1 (17.5%) 
 Paper assignment 2 (25%) 
Grading will be on the following scale: A = 90-100; B = 80-89; C = 70-79; D = 60-69; F = below 60.  
+ and – will be used at the extremes of these ranges.  
  
Participation 
Regular attendance of this class is essential for you to do well.  Classroom attendance will be taken 
throughout the semester. Students are also expected You should come to each class having read the 
required assignment and prepared to discuss and/or write about the issues raised by the readings.   
At the beginning of every class period, we will discuss current events, especially those relating to 
criminal justice policy.  Both the New York Times and The Washington Post are available on-line 
and provide extensive coverage of political matters.  If you want to receive an A for participation, 
you need to 1) have excellent attendance; 2) contribute regularly to class discussions, and; 3) 



demonstrate knowledge of assigned readings and current events, especially during in-class writing 
assignments. 
 
Paper Assignment I 
Find a case from within the past five years that you consider to be a miscarriage of justice.  
Research and describe the details of the case.  Discuss what policy failures led to this particular 
injustice.  What policy changes would have prevented this injustice and would prevent similar 
future injustices?  6 pages maximum.  Due by the beginning of class May 18. 
 
Paper Assignment II 
Choose a (relatively narrow) area of criminal justice policy in need of reform and investigate 
potential reforms/solutions.  What is the problem and why?  How would the reform address these 
issues?  How likely would proposed reforms be successful?    In short, how would your reform 
make this policy “smarter’?  How does the contemporary political context affect the likelihood for 
effectively addressing this problem?    Critically analyze the problem, the proposed solution, and  
the costs and benefits of reform proposals.  If you have any doubts as to the appropriateness of 
your topic, consult the instructor in advance.  8 pages maximum.  Due by the beginning of 
class May 26.   
 
You are responsible for the full details of the assignments available at the course website 
 
Late Policy 
It is expected that exams will be taken and assignments turned in when they are scheduled on the 
syllabus.  If you are unable to take an exam or turn in an assignment at the assigned time for a valid 
reason, barring emergent/exigent circumstances, you must let the instructor know in 
advance in order take a make-up exam.  Failure to do so will result in a 0.  Assignments will 
be downgraded 1/3 letter grade for each day they are late.  Papers are due at the beginning of class 
on the due date.   
 
Class Website 
The class website at http://faculty.chass.ncsu.edu/shgreene/PS313 is an additional resource designed 
to assist you in the class.  It will contain important announcements and archived lecture outlines as 
well as basic course information. 
 
Class Email list 
On occasion, announcements will be made through email messages.  The University has an official 
email address on file for each of you.  It is your responsibility to see to it that you receive email from 
this account.    
 
Academic Integrity 
Students are expected to complete their assignments with due regard to academic integrity.  Students are 
expected to abide by the NCSU Honor Pledge: "I have neither given nor received unauthorized aid on this 
test or assignment" and to familiarize themselves with the relevant sections of the student code of conduct 
(Sections 7-13).  The student code of conduct is online at: 
http://www.ncsu.edu/policies/student_services/student_discipline/POL11.35.1.php.  By signing all work 
submitted on paper, or by identifying themselves in work submitted electronically, students affirm that they 
neither gave nor received unauthorized aid.  Collaboration on assignments among students may only occur 
when explicitly authorized by an instructor. 
 
Plagiarism is “the representation of another's works or ideas as one's own; it includes the unacknowledged 
word for word use and/or paraphrasing of another person's work, and/or the inappropriate 
unacknowledged use of another person's ideas.” Students found guilty of academic misconduct will at a 



minimum receive a 0 for the assignment and have their conduct reported to the office of student affairs.  
Depending on the severity of the infraction, it is possible that you will fail the course. 
 
Disability  
Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with verifiable disabilities. In order to take 
advantage of available accommodations, students must register with Disability Services for 
Students at 1900 Student Health Center, Campus Box 7509, 515-7653.  For more information on 
NC State's policy on working with students with disabilities, see the Academic Accommodations for 
Students with Disabilities Regulation 02.20.1 
http://www.ncsu.edu/policies/academic_affairs/courses_undergrad/REG02.20.1.php 
 

Schedule of Lecture Topics and Assigned Readings  
 
May 9  Course Introduction 
     
 
May 9   Making Criminal Law and Policy 
  Kleiman, Introduction and chapters 1-2 
  Marion & Oliver, “Criminal Justice Ideology”* 
  Klein, “Ezra Klein, "It's not just Ferguson…"* 
 
May 10     Crime and Deterrence 

Kleiman, chapters 3-4 
  Lind and Lopez, “16 theories for why crime plummeted in the US”* 
  Benforado, “The New Science Behind Our 'Unfair' Criminal Justice…”* 
  Eagleman, “The Brain on Trial”* (recommended) 
  
May 11    Policing 

Katel, “Police Tactics”* 
Jost, “Racial Profiling”* 

  Lopez, “How systemic racism entangles all police officers…”* 
  Bergner, “Is Stop and Frisk Worth it?”* (recommended)  
 
May 12-13  Courts and Constitutional Issues 
  Jost, “Prosecutors and the law”* 
  Mantel, “Public Defenders”* 
  Weinberg, “Wrongful Convictions”* 
  60 Minutes Video “Eyewitness Testimony”* 
  Frontline, “The Real CSI”*  
  Starr, “The Interview”* (recommended) 
 
May 16   Drugs 
    Kleiman, chapter 9 
    Lopez, “America can end it’s war on Drugs: Here’s How”* 
    McLeod, “Legalizing Marijuana”* 
    Lopez, “The War on Drugs Explained”* (full card stack) 
    Lopez, “Was Nixon’s War on Drugs racially motivated?”* 
    Block, “Racism’s Hidden History in the War on Drugs”* 
    Specter, “Getting a Fix”* (recommended) 
    Wallace-Wells,  “How America lost the war on drugs”*  (recommended) 
    
May 17   Midterm Exam 



 
May 18    Guns 
  Kleiman, chapter 8 
    Mantel, “Gun Control”* 
    Saletan, “Rethinking Gun Control”* 
    Beckett, “How the Gun Control Debate Ignores Black Lives”* 
    Lopez, “A researcher explains the sad truth: we know how to stop…”* 
    Winkler, “The Secret History of Guns”* (recommended) 
    Lepore, “Battleground America”* (recommended) 
    Klein, “12 Facts about guns and mass shootings”* (recommended) 
 
May 19     Prisons 
    Kleiman, chapters 5 & 6 
    Economist, “Too many laws, too many prisoners”* 
    Kleiman et al., “We don’t need to keep criminals in prison…”* 
    Coates, “The Black Family in the Age of Mass Incarceration”* 
    Smith, “‘The Senator Be Embezzling’”* 
    Gopnik, “The Caging of America”* (recommended) 

Paper #1 due 
 
May 20   Field Trip: Central Prison (see class website for rules) 
 
May 23     Capital Punishment 
    Jost, “Death Penalty Debates”* 
    Kiener, “Death Penalty”* 
    Mandery, “It’s Been 40 Years Since the Supreme Court…”* 
    Lind, “5 ways race affects every step of death penalty cases”* 
    Lind, “The death penalty in America: expensive, racially skewed…”* 
    Grann, “Trial by Fire”* (recommended) 
    Armstrong, “Death by Deadline” parts 1 and 2* (recommended) 
    Possley, “Fresh Doubts over a Texas Execution”* (recommended) 
 
May 24   Juvenile Justice 
    Lyons, “Reforming Juvenile Justice”* 
    Fagan, “Adolescents, Maturity, and the Law” * 
    Watch “When Kids get Life” *    
 
May 25    Book Club: Just Mercy  
    Stevenson, all 
     
May 26    Reforming Criminal Justice 
    Kleiman, chapters 7, 10-11 
    NPR, “As Court fees rise, poor pay the price”* 
    Cole, “The Disgrace of our Criminal Justice System”* 

Travis, “Summoning the Superheroes”* 
Sides, “White people believe the justice system is color blind…”* 
NPR “Guilty and Charged (remainder)* (recommended)  
Stillman, “Get out of Jail Inc.”* (recommended)   

 Paper #2 due 
      
May 27   FINAL EXAM   


